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C linton Gray, also known as Babe or Big Clint was born October 31, 1937 in

Bernice, Louisiana to Odell Hayes and Lorine Phillips Gray. Clint was raised
by his mother and stepfather who he so affectionately called “Pap-paw”, the late

Fessor Gray Sr. Clint received his formal education in the public school system in

Bernice, Louisiana.
He accepted the Lord Jesus Christ at an early age at Mount Tabor Baptist Church in

Louisiana. Clint moved to San Diego, California in the early 60s where he would
meet the love of his life, Mary Gray and they remained married for 58 years until her

passing in 2018. Both Clint and Mary became members of House of David,

C.O.G.I.C., in San Diego under Clint’s brother, Pastor Eugene Gray, who preceded
him in death, with the current pastor and friend, Sydney Buggs serving as the

presiding pastor. Clint took on many jobs at the church including assisting with
maintaining the church grounds and collecting bread to be served to those in need.

Whatever asked by the church, you could count on Clint to help out when he was

able. Clint enjoyed attending gospel concerts to praise GOD and frequently would
play very loudly, gospel music at home. He enjoyed listing to gospel groups like Lee

Williams, The Jackson Southernaires, Shirley Caesar, The William Brothers, The
Canton Spirituals and The Five Blind Boys to mention a few, reflecting and acting on

the powerful joy that gospel music would bring to his heart and cleanse his soul. It
was a joy watching him clap and stomp his feet off beat.

Clint worked several jobs before excepting a position at General Dynamics Convair,

supervising the transportation department where he would retire 39 years later in
San Diego. Clint loved sports including baseball, and the San Diego Padres, football

and the Chargers regardless of the city they represented, basketball, and wrestling.
Clint met and made many lifelong friends, playing baseball around the city of San

Diego. He was a hard throwing powerful pitcher and also would play the position of
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catcher. Clint was also an excellent domino player and would count numbers as if he

was a human calculator. He would go to many domino clubs to showcase his
expertise and the love of the game. If your domino game was not played at a fast

pace, don’t sit at his table or you will hear him say something like, “Hey partner, you
holding up my fun”. Clint also enjoyed and loved playing bid whist, just waiting to set

the next team. He was very competitive, and loved to win. He also enjoyed spending

time with his brothers when they would visit each other in San Diego, Louisiana or
Texas. It would be like a comedy show, the laughter and stories told would light up

the room. Clint also enjoyed spending time with his old General Dynamics buddies.
The retirees would all gather together and go to a buffet breakfast or lunch once a

month to reminisce and talk about old times and the good ole days. Clint loved being

around his grand and great grand kids, especially toddlers. He loved watching them
run around the house and do things that would make him laugh.

On Wednesday, May 31, 2023, Clinton Gray entered into eternal rest. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Mary Gray of 58 years, mother Lorine Gray, his

fathers, Odell Hayes and Fessor Gray Sr. His daughter Jeanette Gray-Hamilton, his

brothers, Eugene Gray, Bobby “Pete” Gray, James Howard Gray and Fessor “Sam”
Gray. His sisters, Corneal Gully, Mary Judy Montgomery, Addie May Holmes and

Christine Hayes. He leaves to cherish and carry on his memories, his daughters
Joanne Lang of Shreveport, LA, Denise Jones ( Jay) of Shreveport, LA, Sheila

Bradshaw (Waymond) San Diego, CA, and La Clinta Gray of Banning, CA, Clinton
Gray Jr., Sister Odella Hayes, Clarine Parker, Houston, TX, Edna Fay Traylor ( John) El

Dorado, AR, Margie Gray (Bobby) Spearsville, LA, 14 grandchildren, great

grandchildren and a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.
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VIEWING

Greenwood Memorial Park - Salli Lynn Chapel

4300 Imperial Ave., San Diego CA 92113

FUNERAL SERVICE

Greenwood Memorial Park - Salli Lynn Chapel

4300 Imperial Ave., San Diego CA 92113
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Thursday, June 22, 2023

10:00 AM - 12:00 PM PT

Thursday, June 22, 2023

12:00 PM - 1:00 PM PT

PAGE 5 OF 11

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.7059012,-117.1030815
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=32.7059012,-117.1030815


Tribute Wall Clinton Gray
OCT  31, 1937 - MAY  31, 2023

Ponzie Mcguire posted:

Well Uncle Clint you will be missed by many. I always looked forward to your visits every summer,

you, uncle Eugene, and uncle Sam. Mam"ma face lit up when you all arrived, she loved her boys.

Rest on, you are finally united with your beloved family. Love your niece Ponzie, (Ponza) as you

would call me.

June 22 at 6:00 AM

DG Dorothy Gray posted:

Dorothy Gray (Puddin), has many fond memories of Babe. May you rest in peace, and I'll see you in

the morning.

June 22 at 3:29 AM

HL Herman Lockett shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Sending our condolences to Greys Family .. This doesn’t seem real , it hasn’t struck

me yet that my longtime friend is gone .. It was just like yesterday , It seemed like we

were just together. Our friendship started over 50 years ago at General Dynamics

Convair and continued after retirement !! Big fella you will surely be missed . Plenty of

great times shared together with the guys and a lifetime worth of memories !! May your legacy live on ,

Will miss you Clint ..

June 22 at 2:35 AM

SB Sheila Bradshaw shared 7 photos to the Clint Gray Album album.

June 20 at 12:35 PM

GM Glenda M. sent a Strength & Solace Spray to the Gray family.

June 20 at 12:35 PM
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HL Herman Lockett shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. June 22 at 2:35 AM
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SB Sheila Bradshaw shared 7 photos to the Clint Gray Album album. June 21 at 6:16 AM

Soul Food

Sheila Bradshaw June 21 at 10:24 AM

Clint and his soul food at the buffet
SB
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SB

Clint in his overalls
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Clinton by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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